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Setauket Presbyterian Church 
Palm Sunday 

March 28, 2021 (online) 
 

 
 
Gathering Music 
 
Welcome 
 
Scripture Reading  Mark 11:1-11   
 
Call to Worship  
 
Humble and riding on a donkey, 
we greet you. 
Acclaimed by crowds and caroled by children, 
we cheer you. 
Moving from the peace of the countryside  
to the corridors of power, 
we salute you, Christ our Lord. 
You are giving the beasts of burden 
a new dignity; 
you are giving majesty  
a new face; 
you are giving those who long for redemption 
a new song to sing. 
With them, with heart and voice, 
we shout “Hosanna!” 
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Hymn & Palms Parade   All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
no. 196 (Glory to God); 88 (The Presbyterian Hymnal) 
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Prayer of Confession  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
when our words and actions reflect a reluctance 
to confess you publicly as Lord of our lives: 
Forgive us. 

When we fear that humbling ourselves 
would be seen by others as weakness, 
some kind of defect in our character: 
Forgive us.                                 

When we have betrayed your love for us through our lack of love 
for you, for others, and for ourselves: 
Forgive us.                                

When we find ourselves glossing over the events of your passion and death 
because we look forward to Easter as a time to enjoy holidays and have fun.  
Forgive us.                                    

Lord Jesus Christ, fix your mind in us; 
remake us in your likeness; 
empty us of all that hinders us from following you 
to where pain and suffering, 
exploitation and injustice exist. 

Gracious and loving God, empower us with the Holy Spirit 
so that our lives continually glorify you 
and our tongues forever confess Jesus as Lord. 
This we pray in Jesus' name. 
(time for silent confession) Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance  
 
Even when we fail, God believes in us. God loves us. God forgives us.  
Hear and believe this truth: 
We are known. 
We are loved. 
We are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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Passing of the Peace 
Either online or in person, please share with one another expressions of Christ’s 
peace. 
 
Hymn   Holy Spirit, Come to Us 
no.  284 (Glory to God) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Holy God, scripture tells us that your word is written on our hearts, but 
we struggle to hear it. Is it possible that we have covered up your words 
with our own self-narratives? Is it possible that we have erased your 
truth to write our own? Is it possible that we have forgotten your words 
entirely? Take us back to the beginning. Remove the self-talk that 
distracts. Clear away the cobwebs of doubt. Show us how to look inside 
ourselves for your truth, and then write on our hearts once more. We are 
listening. Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
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Anthem  Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross    William H. Doane 
Arranged by Cathy Moklebust 

    SPC Bell Choir 
 
Reflection       The Rev. Kate Jones Calone 
 
Hymn   A Cheering, Chanting, Dizzy Crowd 
no.  200 (Glory to God) 

 
 
Minute for Stewardship   One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
Offering 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving, Dedication, and Intercession, and the Lord’s Prayer 
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Hymn  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! 
no.  198 (Glory to God) 
 

 
 
 



 7 

Sending 
 
He will walk a little in front of us towards Jerusalem. 
If we try to discourage him,  
he will recognize the Devil in our voice, 
and he will tell us as much in no uncertain terms. 
Then he will go on again, in faith, towards Jerusalem. 
 
He will walk a little in front of us into controversy. 
He will argue with the intelligent, 
stop in their tracks the self-assured, 
touch the diseased, 
upset bank balances 
by his outlandish behavior in the sanctuary, 
and weep in public. 
Then he will go on again, in faith, towards Jerusalem. 
 
He will walk a little in front of us into Gethsemane. 
He will sweat blood 
and ask God if there is another way. 
And when God says no, 
he will take the traitor’s kiss, 
the soldier’s spit 
the bile and venom from the princes of religion. 
Then he will go on again, in faith, towards the cross. 
 
He will walk a little in front of us towards Calvary. 
He will feel the pain of wood and nails; 
but more than this  
he will feel the weight of all the evil, 
of all the malice, 
all the pettiness, 
all the sin of the world 
heaped upon his shoulders. 
He will not give back evil for evil, 
return malice for malice, 
take revenge on the petty-minded, 
or spew out hate on all who have despised or rejected him. 
He will not give back the sin of the world. 
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He will take it away… 
into death, into hell, 
so that he can lead us into heaven. 
Then he will go on again, 
in faith, 
towards the resurrection. 
 
He will walk a little behind us through the graveyard. 
He will wait until we realize that he has died 
and admit our complicity in his life’s ending. 
Then he will come up behind us, 
and say our name, 
so that we can say his, 
forever. 
 
Postlude 
 
Portions of the liturgy adapted from The Iona Community; Sarah Are, A 
Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.com; and Moira Laidlaw on 
http://www.liturgiesonline.com.au/. 
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