
 

 

Setauket Presbyterian Church 
Good Friday, April 2, 2021 

Tenebrae Service 
8:00PM 

 
As we recall the events of Good Friday, this service moves from light to darkness. If you would like 
to participate in the extinguishing of the candles in your home, you are invited to light some 
candles at the start of the service. The liturgy involves ten candles, but the death of Jesus may be 
remembered with even one candle lit at the beginning and extinguished at the end.  
 
GATHERING MUSIC 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
We have been here before— 
A place of grieving and mourning. 
We have been here before— 
A night that seems it won’t end. 
We have been here before— 
Knee deep in fear, knee deep in doubt. 
We have been here before— 
Good Friday, the night Christ died. 
So once again, we find ourselves here— 
In community, in God’s arms. 
Where else would we go when the world falls apart? 
Let us worship God. 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, as the shadows lengthen and darkness falls, speak to us once more your 
solemn message of death and of life. Call to our memory our many transgressions. And look 
with mercy, we beseech you, on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to 
be betrayed, and to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; 
our Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
The Shadow of Gethsemane  

 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 26:36-41 
 

The first candle is extinguished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

HYMN 204 Stay With Me 

 
 

 

The Shadow of Betrayal 
 

SCRIPTURE Mark 14:43-46 

 

The second candle is extinguished. 
SILENT MEDITATION 
 
 

The Shadow of Desertion 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 26: 69-75 
 

The third candle is extinguished. 
 

 

SILENT MEDITATION 
 

The Shadow of Judgment 
 

SCRIPTURE  Mark 15:1-5, 15 

 
The fourth candle is extinguished. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

HYMN 210 Why Have You Forsaken Me 

 
 

The Shadow of Mockery 
 
SCRIPTURE  John 19: 1-3 

The fifth candle is extinguished.  



 

 

 
SILENT MEDITATION 
 

The Shadow of the Crucifixion  
 

SCRIPTURE  John 19:16-22 
 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 
 
 
 

HYMN 223: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 

 

 



 

 

The Shadow of Love  
 

SCRIPTURE  Luke 23: 39-43 
 

The seventh candle is extinguished. 
 
 
 

HYMN 227  Jesus, Remember Me  
 

 
 
 

 

The Shadow of Grief 
    

SCRIPTURE: John 19: 25-27 
 

The eighth candle is extinguished. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION 
 

The Shadow of Death 
 
SCRIPTURE: Luke 23: 44-46 
 

The ninth candle is extinguished. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HYMN 220: Go to Dark Gethsemane (verses 1-3) 

 
The Shadow of the Tomb 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 27: 57-60 
 

The Christ Candle is extinguished. 
 
 

SILENCE 
 
 



 

 

MUSIC FOR MEDITATION HYMN 228 Were You There 
 
 

The service concludes in silence. 
 

 


